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THe “ NATIONAL” MEETINGS. 


The “ National” meetings will commence in 
London ten days hence. Time, place, and pro- 
gramme have already been advertised ; and all will 
agree upon the interest and variety of the subjects 
for discussion: the chief thing necessary for a 
successful re-union is a good attendance. 

One or two other things are essential to ensure a 
smooth working. Those who intend to be present 
at the annual banquet should not fail to giye notice 
of their intention in good time. And those who 
require information regarding hotels or other par- 
ticulars from the Hon. Secretary to the Provisional 
Committee should communicate with him at once 
—he cannot be expected to answer many letters 
arriving at the last moment. By remembering 
these points, members can save endless trouble to 
the organisers. 

THe INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS. 

Those attending the “ National” meetings may 
do good service by endeavouring to interest others 
in next year’s great International Congress. The 
Congress Fund is making steady progress, but: still 
needs support from all of us. In addition to the 
sum already subscribed and promised, about £400 
is now required to bring the total to the absolute 
minimum necessary for success; but we ought to 
go well beyond the minimum. From the first it 
has seemed probable that the Congress might be 
a record one—its history since its inception has 
been one of steady numerical increase. And, as a 
matter of fact, information is now to hand from 
abroad which goes to indicate that the Congress 
will again break its own record as regards attend- 
ance. Obviously, the expense will rise with the 
attendance. 

Those members who have already supported the 
Congress only amount to a very small proportion 
ofthe profession. The majority of members have 
not yet subscribed at all; and this fact, while it 
does not speak very well for our collective public 
spirit so far, shows clearly that all the money re- 
quired can easily be raised if we choose. So large 
a proportion of it has already been raised by so few 
men that all that is necessary now is a compara- 
tively small amount of support from the rest.- It 
remains to men who have already subscribed to 
endeayour to induce others to do likewise. 


Tue AssociaTION OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 
As announced on another page, this young and ener- 
getic Association is to hold a meeting at “ The Holborn” 
on Monday 28th. It alreariy numbers over 200 members 
and its membership is steadily increasing. A note in 
our correspondence page shows that its existence is 
iustified, 





DISLOCATION (?) OF THE NECK. 


The patient, a half-bred Nellore heifer in good 
condition was brought into the Veterinary Hos- 
pital at Vizianagram in this Presidency, on the day 
| happened to be inspecting it. 

History. The owner stated five weeks previously 
he found the heifer in the morning, with what he 
called a swelling on the right side of her neck, she 
having been left tied up during the night in a shed 
with other animals, in a perfectly sound condition. 
He described the swelling as being slightly painful 
and about the size of the palm of one’s hand. An 
uneducated native of this country, however, is so 
inexact and unobservant, that it is difficult to place 
any reliance on his description. 

As is done in most diseases of animals in this 
country, the owner fired the place, but, as stated 
by him, although he repeated this twice during the 
five weeks, it continued to enlarge and the head 
became more turned to the left. 

Symptoms. In reality there was no swelling, 
except that which had been caused by the repeated 
firing, and the cervical vertebrze could be easily 
traced under the skin along the greater curvature, 
as seen in photo No. 1. 

The funicular portion of the ligamentum nuch we 
was considerably shortened, hard, and tense, and 
displaced well to the left of the cervical vertebrae. 
It formed the upper margin of the deep depression 
in the middle of the neck shown in photo Ne. 2, 
and at first sight looked as if it were undeveloped 
and had been the primary cause of the curvature. 

Diagnosis. Owing to the thickening caused by 
the repeated firing, and the length of time which 
had elapsed since the original accident, it was not 
possible to make out any displacement of the bones, 
but the only explanation that occurs to me is that 
on the night before the swelling was first noticed, 
the heifer had an accident, and dislocated some of 
the bones of her neck, giving the head a kink to 
one side. 

The continued steady traction of the ligamentum 
nuchze whose action would now be exerted on one 
side only, would do the rest, and, as it became 
shorter, gradually pull the head round into the 
position seen in photo No.1. To show how firmly 
fixed the head was in that position it may be noted 
that it was not possible to straighten the neck 
more than is being done by the attendant in photo 
No. 2. 

Remarks. In England one would at once advise 
the owner to fatten and sell, for the heifer could 
feed well enough to make this possible. In this 
country, however, Hindus look upon the taking 
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of life with repulsion and, in fact, it is opposed to 
their creed. For this reason, and for the sake of 
the popularity of the hospital, one dared not 
attempt the heroic treatment of trying to reduce 
the curvature, for the most likely result of that ap- 
peared to be the breaking of the animal’s neck. 

I have to thank the assistant in charge of the 
hospital, Mr. Aiyasawmi Pillai for obtaining the 
photos. 

Since writing the above I have come across a 
cutting from The West Kirby News and Advertiser 
in The Veterinary Record of 15th March, 1913, in 
which what seems to have been a similar case in a 
filly is described as having been successfully treated 
by Mr. Percival Carter. I should be very interested 
to hear his exact method of treatment. 

F. WARE, I.C.V.D, 

Madras. 


“MILK FEVER”: 
SUGGESTION FOR PREVENTION. 


By W. E. Buackwetu, m.R.c.v.s., Towcester. 


During the past five years I have seen many 
cases of this disease, and certain facts have im- 
pressed me so much that I record them in order to 
learn whether others have observed them, and noted 
their significance. What I want to say is with 
regard to prevention, which, as everybody knows, 
is better than cure, although it certainly does not 
bring much into the coffers of country practitioners. 

Every case I attend I ask this question: “I 
suppose when this cow calved you milked her out?” 
and the answer I get is always Yes! When a cow 
is affected, I always get such a history of her case. 
The farmer follows the custom of his ancestors, and 
also the practice of the present time, and empties 
the udder, instead of allowing the calf to take a 
little out at a time, as would be the case in the 
natural way. The result is that the cow goes down 
with Milk Fever. Not, of course, in every case, or 
even in the majority of cases, but, in my experience, 
this procedure is always the antecedent in cows 
which develop the symptoms of the disease. 

And what is the treatment which usually brings 
about such “ magical” recoveries in the great 
majority of cases? It is this: that either by air, 
antiseptic fluid, or both, the udder is distended until 
it assumes the state it was in, before the cow was 
first milked out. 

Whether the cause of Milk Fever is a toxin 
generated by anzrobic bacilli within the gland I 
do not know, but pressure on the veins to prevent 
further absorption of whatever the cause may be, 
seems to be the thing required—assuming that the 
cause enters the circulatory system in this way. 

I have had two cases within the last few days, 
and both cows had been calved between 30 and 40 
hours when I saw them. The first one was left 
absolutely alone according to my advice, the calf 
alone drawing the udder. This cow had a slight 
quivering of the muscles of the hind quarters, but 
she rapidly regained herself without any treatment 


The second one had been milked four times, in 
addition to what the calf had got by sucking. 
Before the fourth milking she was staggering a 
little, but one hour afterwards she was much worse, 
and had some difficulty in maintaining the standing 
position. In order to test my theory I explained to 
the owner that he should leave her alone, put a 
muzzle on the calf and thus allow the udder to get 
distended again, and to keep her under close obser- 
vation. Eighteen hours afterwards she was chew- 
ing the cud, and quite normal, having rapidly im- 
proved after my first visit. 

I do not say it is right todo nothing at all in 
such cases, but it is better not to inject anything 
into the udder if one can bring about the same re- 
sults by avoiding it. A client of mine who carries 
out this practice has not had one case since, 
although he has a herd of dairy cows numbering 
about 30. I myself shall lose considerably if I get 
only an odd case of Milk Fever now and again, but 
I am reporting this to the profession and not to the 
agricultural papers, although it may probably find 
its way there, and I shall never mourn because of 
that. Obviously this practice will not prevent 
those cases which sometimes occur three months 
or so after calving, or those cows from falling which 
are barren at the time of the attack. My sugges- 
tions then amount to this ;— 

Do not milk the cow for 48 hours after calving, 
but allow the calf to suck in the natural way. 
Then milk the cow night and morning and allow 
the calf to suck her for a week or 10 days, although 
that does not matter much if the 48 hours after 
calving are devoted to this method. 


KERATOMA. 


The accompanying photograph represents a good 
specimen of keratoma or horn-tumour of the horse's 
foot, showing the tumour in the lower part of the 
horny foot with corresponding gap in the pedal 
bone. 

These growths are not very commonly met with. 
They are caused by pressure, and are found both in 
the front and hind feet, more particularly in the 
heavy breeds of horses. They are generally met 
with at the toes, but also form on the sides (chiefly 
in the front feet) where the clips of shoes are 
situated. 

The foot shown in the photograph was the near 
fore of a heavy van gelding. The foot was first 
treated for canker of the sole and frog, and did well. 
Severe lameness followed with suppuration of the 
toe, and as the lameness did not improve and disease 
of the pedal bone was suspected, the horse was cast 
and the wall stripped over the diseased part. 

The progress of the case for several months 
afterwards was somewhat slow, but the horse 
gradually improved from its lameness, and when 
once the wall had grown down it was likely to 
regain soundness sufficient for walking work. Un- 
fortunately it was kicked by another horse, and had 
to be destroyed for open hock joint. 

R. EAGLESHAM, M.R.C,V.S, 





whatever. 


Paddington. 





ga 
rse, 
ing 
1 to 
ta 
get 
ser- 
ew- 
im- 


| in 
ling 
re- 
ries 
nce, 
ring 
get 
but 
the 
find 
e of 
rent 
iths 
rich 


ges- 


ing, 
vay. 
low 
ugh 
ifter 


rood 
‘se's 

the 
edal 


ith. 
h in 
the 
met 
iefly 
are 


near 
first 
well. 

the 
ease 
cast 


nths 
orse 
vyhen 
y to 
Un- 
had 


july 19, 1913 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 39 





A PORTABLE BOX FOR TUBERCULOSIS 
INSPECTORS. 


When the Tuberculosis Order came into being in 
May last, the Berks Inspectors were supplied with 
large, thick, heavy widemouthed jars with a capa- 
city of about 40 oz.—somewhat resembling the 
ordinary stock surgery bottles—for the purpose of 
taking samples of milk from cows notified under 
the Order. These vessels were impracticable. Be- 
sides being cumbersome and difficult to take about 
in a car or trap without being broken, they were 
unsuitable for sterilisation, and when four had to be 
taken out to a case it became a matter requiring 
some ingenuity to pack them safely. The incon- 
venience and annoyance caused by one experience 
of these prompted me to devise the box shown in 
the illustration. 


I called on Messrs. Baird and Tallock, 14, Cross 
Street, Hatton Garden, and gave them my ideas 
and suggestions, and they have succeeded in making 
quite a handy, portable little box, measuring 
ll in. x 9in. x 9in., which is strong enough to 
take any ordinary rough usage. The lid is secured 
by a strong lock and hooks, and has a substantial 
leather strap provided for use as a handle. Inside, 
the box is divided into six partitions, which together 
with the lid are well padded with thick felt. The 
four larger spaces are for 10 oz. wide-mouthed 
stoppered jars or bottles for holding the samples of 
milk—quite large enough, I think, for all require- 
ments; the two smaller divisions for smaller stop- 
pered bottles—one to hold liquid soap for washing 
the udders, and the other for an antiseptic for 
sterilising the teats and udders after washing. I 
have found the box quite satisfactory and very use- 
ful, easy to carry about and stow away in trap or 
car, and can recommend it to my brother in- 
spectors. 

Gro. Epwp. Kina. 

The Vineyard, Abingdon. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Finarta Papinnosa In MonGouian Horses. 


Hellmuth reports (Zeitschr. f. Vet.) that he has 
repeatedly observed the appearance of Filaria 
papillosa in the eyes of Mangolian ponies in 
Eastern Asia. The natives of the region say that 
the worm generally appears after the rainy season, 
and often disappears spontaneously, but in most 
cases leads to destruction of the eye. Hellmuth 
describes the parasite as a round filamentous worm 
pointed at the end, about 1 3/5th inch long, and as 
thick as a knitting needle, which executes very 
lively twisting movements after the manner of an 
eel in the anterior chamber of the eye, and pre- 
judices the vision of the horse by its turbid excretion. 
In one case, Hellmuth undertook the operative 
removal of the parasite ; and the patient, an eight- 
year-old brown pony gelding, bore the operation 
well and made a complete recovery.—(Berliner 
Tier. Woch.) 


ACCIDENTAL DIvIsION OF THE TENDONS OF THE 
Hinp Lime IN THE Ox. 


P. Herbet records (Journal de Méd. Vét. et de 
Zootechnie) the case of a nine-year-old ox which, 
while harnessed to a mowing machine, had the 
cannon region of the left hind limb caught be- 
tween two of the teeth of the machine, with the 
result that the tendons were completely severed. 

The ox was immediately unharnessed, and was 
then only able to move with great difficulty. The 
foot of the injured limb was mobile from behind 
forwards ; and weight was borne only upon the 
posterior part of the pastern, the foot being carried 
strongly forwards. 

The animal was Herbet’s own property, and he 
decided to attempt treatment. He lodged the ox in 
a neighbouring stable; and, by a preliminary dress- 
ing, he arrested hemorrhage and disinfected the 
wound, Then, for some days, he carried out con- 
tinuous irrigation of the wound with cold water, to 
which a little lysol was added. The ox got up of 
his own accord. Several times every day, re- 
mained standing for from fifteen to twenty minutes. 
and then lay down again—sometimes upon one side, 
and sometimes upon the other. 

When the irrigations were discontinued, a dress- 
ing with iodoform was applied daily. 

A month after the accident, the wound was cica- 
trised; and, though the lameness was still as 
intense as at the beginning, recovery was assured. 
The connective tissue which had formed between 
the ends of the tendons hardened imperceptibly, 
contracted, and brought the divided ends together, 
so that at the end of three months the ox resumed 
his daily work. The lameness had completely dis- 
appeared, and the foot had resumed its normal 
position. 

This observation, which agrees with others pre- 
viously made by the author, proves clearly that 
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recovery from accidents of this nature may be 
obtained without suturing the cut ends of the ten- 
dons.—( Annales de Méd. Vét.) 

W. R. C. 


{In considering the bearing of this case upon 
similar accidents in horse practice, it is perhaps 
advisable to remember that the ox only performs 
very slow work.—Transl. 





SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The summer meeting was held on Thursday the 
26th June at the George Hotel, Portsmouth, when the 
new President, Mr. G. H. Livesey, of Hove, took the 
chair and the other members who signed the attendance 
book included Messrs. A. H. Archer (Southsea), J- 
T. Angwin (Arundel), E. Whitley Baker (Wimborne) 
W. A. Della Gana (Southampton), W. W. Henderson» 
(Haslemere), C. Pack (Lymington), W. E. Petty (South- 
sea), and J. Alex Todd (Worthing), Hon. Sec. 

On the proposition of Mr. E. Whitley Baker, seconded 
by Mr. J. I Angwin the minutes of the last meeting as 
published in 7'he Veterinary Record were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

Apologies and letters of regret at inability to attend 
were announced from Prof. Hobday, Messrs. R, Burt, 
W. Burt, Junr., W. A. Collins, W. Coveney, J. B. Dier, 
Henry Gray, C. W. Howard, H. H. Jeffries, J. B. 
Martin, A. Maynard, W. F. Maynard, J. C. Munby, 
S. H. Slocock, C. H. Spurgeon, H. Smith, P. J. Simp- 
son, Theo. C. Toope, R. A. Thrale, A. Whicher, and 
F. T. Walder. 

It transpired that the absence of Mr. Martin was due 
to an acute attack of influenza, and Mr. E. Whitley 
Baker suggested that as Mr. Martin was one of the 
oldest members as well and one of the founders of the 
Society and its original Secretary, they should send him 
a wire conveying their good wishes and their hope that 
he might have a speedy and complete restoration to 
health. 

Mr. Angwin seconded, and the President having 
cordially endorsed’ the suggestion, a telegram was 
preeas: A to Mr. Martin in the following terms: 
President and Members of Southern Counties Vete- 
rinary Society regret cause of your absence, send you 
good wishes and heartily wish you a speedy and long 
continued restoration to good health. 

It was also resolved on the proposition of Mr. Whitley 
Baker, seconded by the President, that the Hon. See. 
should send a letter to Mr. A. Maynard, of Bourne- 
mouth, in similar terms. 

he Hon. Sec. reported the circumstances which had 
led to the venue of the meeting having been altered 
from Bournemouth to Portsmouth, and mentioned that 
Mr. Archer had written that in the event of their meet- 
ing at Portsmouth and ladies being invited, it would 
have given his partner and himself much pleasure to 
have entertained the members and their friends to tea 
on the South Parade Pier, where a room for the meeting 
could also have been obtained. Mr. Todd added that 
he consulted the Executive Committee who were of 
opinion that owing to the short notice and other reasons 
it was inadvisable to take advantage of the offer on the 
resent occasion and he had accordingly written to 
Mr. Archer to that effect, at the same time thanking 
him on behalf of the Society for the very kind 
invitation. 

The PresipentT: I think the least we can do is to 
endorse that by passing a special vote of thanks to 
Mr. Archer to-day and informing him that it was on 





the advice of the Executive Committee that the 
Secretary acted as he did, and that this meeting con- 
firms his action. 

Mr. Angwin made a proposition to that effect, 
Mr. Henderson seconded and the resolution was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

Mr. Argcuer on being informed of the resolution on 
his arrival at the meeting a few minutes later, briefly 
acknowledged the'compliment, adding that they would 
have been very pleased to have entertained the Society. 

The Hon. Sec. submitted a letter from Mr. Theo C. 
Toope with reference to the question of the fees paid 
by Insurance Companies and also that of the fees and 
allowances made to Veterinary Inspectors. In con- 
nection with the latter matter, Mr. Toope wrote that he 
was desirous that some attempt should be made to 
better organise their members for acting in concert, and 
he made various suggestions for achieving this result, 
one of which was to call meetings of the Veterinary 
Inspectors on the same days as the general meetings of 
the Society, at which these matters could be discussed, _ 
and then to appoint four or five members as a standing 
Committee to deal with all matters affecting veterinary 
inspectors specially. 

Mr. E. Wairtey Baker: I think we might ask the 
Veterinary Inspectors in our district to meet just prior 
to our next meeting and then Mr. Toope’s suggestion 
can be laid before them. I move accordingly. 

Mr. Pack seconded. 

Mr. Ancwin: Will any veterinary inspector who is 
not a member of this Society be able to attend ? 

The PrestpENT : Undoubtedly. 

The proposition was then put and carried. 

The PrestpENT asked the members to rise while he 
made a brief reference to a very sad matter. Since 
their last meeting, one of their oldest and most esteemed 
members in the person of Mr. R. Roberts, of Tunbridge 
Wells, had passed away. Unfortunately his death 
occurred without Mr. Todd becoming aware of the fact 
until some days afterwards, and he personally knew 
nothing of it until he read the report in 7’he Record on 
the following Saturday. The consequence was they 
were not officially represented at the funeral and no 
wreath was sent, either which he was sure they all much 
regretted. Mr. Roberts was one of their most esteemed 
members. Not only was he an excellent veterinary 
surgeon and an old practitioner who had kept himself 
thoroughly up to date, but he was a first-class man all 
round, and whom to know was to feel he was a friend. 
Their Society and the whole of the veterinary profession 
had lost a very great deal by his death, and particularly 
would they miss his genial presence at their meetings. 
He knew as a fact that he took the very greatest in- 
terest in their Society, and that he had a feeling of great 
personal friendliness with every member. They could 
only trust that his practice would continue to flourish 
in the hands of his son Mr. Charles Roberts, who was 
also one of their members. He was extremely sorry 
they were not able to be represented at the funeral, but 
they could at least ask their Secretary to write a letter 
now to the family expressing their sincere regret at his 
loss and their condolence and sympathy with them in 
the sad bereavement they had susta ned. 

Mr. DeLtaGana seconded, and the proposal was at 
once agreed to in silence. 

The PrEstpENT added that he thought it might be as 
well if the Secretary sent a transcript of what had just 
taken place ; Mr. Roberts might then see that it was 
not simply a formal resolution, but that it was really 
intended to represent their feelings in the matter. 

The Hon. Sec. : I shall see that that is done, Mr. 
President. I may say that I knew nothing of his death 
until I saw the report of the funeral in the papers, but 
I immediately wrote to Mr. C. Roberts explaining why 
no wreath was sent, and why we were not represented 
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at the funeral, and also my only regret that I could not 
attend ; and he sent me a very nice and appreciative 
letter in reply, 

New Members.—Mr. W. E. Perry, of Southsea, who 
had been nominated by Mr. Archer, and seconded by 
Mr. P. J. Simpson, at the last meeting, was formally 
elected a member, and was cordially welcomed by the 
President. : ; 

Capt. OLIVER, of the Army Veterinary Corps, recently 
stationed in Egypt, and now residing in England on 
leave, was nominated by Mr. Angwin for election as a 
member at the next meeting ; this was seconded by Mr. 
Archer. Ife! : 

On the proposition of Mr. Angwin, seconded by Mr. 
DellaGana, it was decided to hold the next meeting at 
Brighton on the last Thursday in September. 

The PRESIDENT intimated that he would have much 
pleasure in entertaining them either to lunch or tea 
whichever they preferred. He hoped that if they made 
it lunch, they would turn up in good numbers and let 
them have a really big meeting. (Hear, hear). 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Mr. Livesry explained that he had not had time to 
prepare a proper address. All he had done had been 
to string together a few rough notes. If they wished it 
he would do his best with these, or he would try to get 
them something better for the next meeting. 

Mr. E. WuitLey Baker: | think we should prefer 
to hear what you have to give us to-day, Mr. President. 
(Hear, hear). 

The PRESIDENT : Well, gentlemen, I must first of all 
thank you for having elected me tothe chair. It gives 
me particular gratification to be President of this 
Society because it is a Society in which I have always 
taken a very great interest. It certainly has some attri- 
butes which appeal to me that ether Societies have not, 
and when one isa member of a Society which one likes 
particularly, there is nuthing more gratifying than to be 
eventually called upon to take the chair. In a presi- 
dential address it is usual, I believe, to review matters 
that are before the profession, and presidential addresses 
are also, I believe, as a rule extremely dry. Still, these 
things have to be given, and if my views are not exactly 
the same as those of some of the other members, it may 
perhaps add a little piquancy to what I have to say. 

Undoubtedly the matter that occupies our attention 
most to-day is the Bill that is now before Parliament. 
It is in my opinion the most important question that is 
before the profession at the present time, and it is a 
matter also | think that deserves our warmest support 
and our most earnest consideration. The Bill is neces- 
sary I take it for many reasons. It is necessary in order 
that the College may avoid bankruptcy in the first 
place, and secondly it is necessary in order that we may 
re-establish ourselves on a sound financial basis. There 
has been a good deal of controversy as to what the levy 
on the members should be. We might make ourselves 
financially sound on a 10/6 basis. That at any rate is the 
opinion held by a great many of our members, and I 
must say that I am inclined to agree with them, but I 
would ungrudgingly give my guinea, and I think practi- 
cally the whole of the profession would do the same. I 
think the half-guinea is absoiutely necessary, but I 
also think the guinea would be very much better. A 
guinea subscription would bring in a surplus, and while 
on this aspect of the matter I might observe that it 
seems to be exercising the minds of a great many of 
us as to what should be done with that surplus. Letters 
have been written in 7'he Record on the subject, and it 
has also been discussed when members have met to- 
gether at the meetings of the various Societies. A large 
number seem to be under the impression that the first 
necessity after paying our expenses is to set up a fine 
library and museum, but I am not one of those who 


agree with that. A library and museum do not seem 
to me so important as to have large invested funds and 
a good cash balance at the bank. This Society was one 
of the first to urge, and urge strongly upon the Council, 
the necessity of fighting quackery, hewe dentists and 
dog doctors and those sort of people. To that end we 
made a special effort to get our own representative on 
the Council in the person of Mr. Walter Burt, and 
later he was joined there by Mr. Richard Roberts. 
Those two representatives on the Council worked hard 
in our interests, and they have both done their best to 
let the Council and the Registration Committee see how 
urgent is the necessity for putting down, as far as 
possible, quackery, and the ihticit practising by those 
who profess to be veterinary surgeons while calling 
themselves by some other title which may or may not 
be an infringement of the Veterinary Surgeons Act. To 
carry out this work successfully, however, money is 
urgently required. The members of our Parliamentary 
Committee are almost crippled in their work by the 
lack of funds. It seems to me that more money to help 
the legal and Parliamentary work of the Council is our 
immediate necessity, and our funds should be used in 
this direction before we spend them on the luxury of a 
fine library and museum. Our first duty is to establish 
the profession on a sound basis and so guard it that it 
cannot be assailed. When we have done that it will 
then be time enough to gratify our pride by having 
new premises fully equipped with a library and museum 
worthy of the profession. Next year an International 
Veterinary Congress is to be held in London, and I 
trust it will be a great success and do us good by bring- 
ing us and the importance of our work prominently 
before the eyes of the public. My only regret is 
that the Congress is to be held next year and not 
some years hence, for it seems to me that the time 
is hardly yet ripe for such an event. For is not 
our College auld running into bankruptcy, and while 
we are arguing among ourselves and in the columns of 
The Record as to whether we shall pay 21/- or 10/6, or 
even nothing a year to support our tottering governing 
body, were are being asked at the same time to find £3000 
to entertain a lot of foreign gentlemen who may well go 
home after their meeting laughing at the way we manage 
to look after ourselves and our interests. Charity we 
are told, begins at home. However, now that all the 
details of the Congress have been arranged it only re- 
mains for us to see that it is carried through with energy, 
tact, and thoroughness. Toturn to another matter, the 
profession is to be congratulated, I think, on the position 
of importance it is called upon to take under the Tuber- 
culosis Order and on the skilled work it has to perform, 
and I sincerely hope the Milk and Dairies Bill will 
soon become law and bring more grist to our mill and 
further enhance our reputation asa profession. Although 
so poor financially, the profession has I think prospered 
in many other ways. We are, for instance, now estab- 
lished and recognised as a profession, and it is no 
longer an indignity to be a veterinary surgeon. I say 
this advisedly, because I can remember many years ago, 
when I thought I would like to become a veterinary sur- 
geon, some of my friends in the north pooh-poohed the 
idea, and held up before my eyes the indignities that 
were generally put upon veterinary surgeons. But those 
days have now passed away, and veterinary surgeons 
are able to take up the position which they ought to 
take. This I think is largely due to the position that 
has been taken up by the Army Veterinary Service, and 
here again I had a personal experience which might be 
worth relating. I remember that when I mentioned to 
some other people in the north that I was going to study 
for a veterinary surgeon, they remarked “You are not 
going into ordinary practice surely : if you go into it at 
all you will go into the Army.” I replied that I might 
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practice, and they told me then that the Army Veteri- 
nary Service was the only place where I should get my 
proper status, I only mention this as an illustration of 
the position the veterinary profession then held in the 
yo of the public. Those days have, however, now 
changed for the better, and the veterinary surgeon has 
taken his proper status in Society. He meets other 
professional men on an equality and very often as their 
superior. This change is due in a great measure also to 
our hanging together and being more friendly among 
ourselves ; and this friendliness has been greatly fos- 
tered and increased through the agency of societies such 
as ours. This is one reason why it is such a pleasure to 
me to be a member and why it gives me particular 
pleasure to have the honour of being President of this 
Society. I have never yet known of a single member 
being present at any of our meetings and being un- 
welcome. All are friendly with each other and our 
meetings are pleasant re-unions. I sincerely hope our 
Society may long continue to hold the reputation it has 
gained throughout the country for good fellowship. 
(Applause). 


Impromptu discussions on subjects drawn by ballot 
occupied the greater part of the remainder of the 
sitting. . . 

“ JoHNE’S DISEASE.” 


Mr. ANGWIN, whose name was drawn, observed that 
he thought they must almost be getting tired of hearing 
him on this cahieth, after the two papers he had given 
them on it. Hedid not propose to detain them very 
long that afternoon however. He was still studying the 
matter, and he might tell them that he had got some 
beautiful specimens from which he had been trying to 
make some micro-photographs, because he had promised 
their hon. sec. a paper at the end of the year on the 
daily use of the microscope in practice. He had already 
ee about twenty-five slides oe, and he hoped to 

able to show from thirty to thirty-five on the screen, 
and to give them material for a really good discussion 
later on. Personally he did not think this disease had 
abated in the slightest, at all events in that neighbour- 
hood. He had two cases quite recently and he wrote at 
once to Mr. Twort for a supply of his vaccine, which he 
used, and he took the temperature every two hours for 
eighteen hours. Neither of the cows had re-acted to 
tuberculin, and he was perfectly certain they were not 
tuberculous. He must admit the vaccine he used on 
this occasion was rather cloudy, but at all events he did 
not have any results. When tuberculin first came out 
it was very much over-rated and it took several years 
before the public and the profession found that it was 
simply a diagnostic agent. There was, however, no 
more satisfactory diagnostic agent used in his opinion 
than tuberculin when it was properly done and the 
temperatures properly taken, and they must not be too 
hurried in coming to a conclusion about this vaccine. If 
they waited a bit and used it carefully he thought they 
might discover either that it was an ordinary diagnostic 
agent, or possibly it might be found to be curative. 

Mr. Detta Gana: What quantity did you use ? 

Mr. ANGwIN : Two drachms. 

Mr. Petry, who was called upon to continue the dis- 
cussion, remarked that this was a subject he knew very 
little about. As far as Twort’s vaccine was concerned, 
he had had no experience of it at all, but as far as 
Johne’s disease was concerned, he believed it was claimed 
to have been seen in dogs on several occasions as well 
as in cattle. He did not see any reason why they 
should not be able to prepare a similar agent to tuber- 
culin as a test for it eventually. The bacteria them- 
selves were extremely alike, — they were probably of 
the same family ; Tuberculosis often took on an intes- 
tinal form, they were both tissue parasites, and they 





THE VETERINARY RECORD 





were also similar in other respects. The diagnostic 
power of tuberculin was a matter that was very much 
under discussion. Whether it was all that it was re- 
puted to be or not he could not say, but he thought 
it ought to be put under State management and 
standardised. 

Mr. HENDERSON, like Mr. Petty, was obliged to ad- 
mit that he had had very little experience of this dis- 
ease, but it was a subject that had been occupying his 
attention for some time. He had one case of a pig 
which made him think it was possibly this disease. 
The symptoms were analogous to those they found in 
the cow. The only thing he found that acted with any 
success in abating the diarrhcea was liquid paraffin, or 
petrol. The curative effects of this, however, were only 
temporary, and the discharges came on again as bad as 
ever after a time. 

Mr. ArcHER remarked that this Johne’s Disease was 
one of which he had seen a good deal in former days 
but not much lately. It used to be called intestinal 
tuberculosis or consumption, but for quite a number of 
years now they had recognised it as being an entirely 
different disease. Personally he did not think the 
parasite had any near connection with those of tuber- 
culosis. Although they gave symptoms which might be 
mistaken for each other, the general effect upon the 
» tage was quite different. Neither did they yield to 
the same treatment, because in many cases where they 
got tuberculosis in the early stages they could check it 
to some extent by treatment, but his experience of 
Johne’s Disease had been that it was absolutely im- 
possible to do any good. The best thing he had ever 
tried had been powdered cinnamon but he did not sug- 
gest this as a specific. Unless very great care was exer- 
cised with Twort’s vaccine he was afraid the results 
would be disappointing. He had the privilege of a 
personal interview with Mr. John Burns about seven 
weeks ago, and this tuberculin question was one of the 
things he tried to impress on him very strongly. He 
pointed out that there were a great many individuals 
who injected their cows periodically and thus rendered 
them more or less immune to the action of tuberculin 
although the animals might be tuberculous, and that the 
state of things would nullify to a considerable extent 
the objects of his Bill. Mr. Burns replied, “ Yes, I see 
that is a serious matter, but is there any way in which 
we can check the sale of tuberculin?” He replied that 
he was afraid there was not by the British Government 
because anyone could get it from abroad just the same 
as in England. Mr. Burns then asked if there was any- 
thing he could suggest that would enable them to check 
the sale and use of tuberculin, and he replied that he 
thought something might be done by making it illegal 
for anyone but a qualified man to use it. In other 
words treat it as a dangerous drug or poison. That was 
the only way in which they could check the use of it. 
He did not say it would stop it altogether, but it would 
certainly check the indiscriminate use of it to a very 
considerable extent. Mr. Burns admitted that that 
seemed a feasible and practical way of doing it. He 
(Mr. Archer) had also been in communication with 
Mr. Runciman on the same subject, and he was assured 
that it was under consideration ; and he trusted that 
this consideration might be the means of leading to 
something being done. 

Mr. Detta Gana remarked that he had very little to 
say on this subject except that he thought the disease 
was very much akin to tuberculosis, and that he hoped 
Mr. Twort would succeed in producing some form of 
serum which would be efficacious in diagnosing, if not in 
curing the disease. 

Mr. Pack said that there did not appear to be any 
very definite knowledge as, to what this disease really 
was. That it was a bacteria infection of the intestines 
there was not the slightest doubt, and it was also a most 
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insidious disease, but beyond that they knew very little. 
As far as treatment was concerned he had never had any 
good results. It was a mistake to suppose the scouring 
would never stop because it would stop for months, but 
one always felt on tender hooks as to when it was going 
to start again, and the chances were that sooner or later 
it would, at all events his cases had always ended in 
the animals getting so emaciated that they either died 
or had to be poleaxed. Lately he had had the disease 
cropping up in single cases. In one case in particular 
he got a decided re-action to the tuberculin test and put 
her down as tuberculous. A sample of the milk was 
sent up but the report came back “No tuberculous 
bacilli.” In the meantime the animal had started scour- 
ing, and as it was becoming very emaciated he reported 
her as tuberculous and had her slaughtered, when he 
found plenty of evidence of Johne’s disease but none 
whatever of tubercle. 

Mr. E. Wurtntey Baker on being appealed to con- 
tinue the discussion was afraid he could not add any- 
thing to what they had already heard. The most in- 
teresting part of the discussion to his mind had been 
what they had just heard from Mr. Pack. It seemed to 
him that if they were going to get a reaction to tuber- 
culin in cases of Johne’s Disease they would be in a fix 
later on. 

Tue TUBERCULOSIS ORDER OF 1913 AND ITS EFFECT 

ON THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 

Mr. ArcHer, “ho was called upon to open, observed 
that he believed they would find this Order and the 
Milk and Dairies Bill were going to have a very im- 
portant effect upon their profession generally. He 
understood that the veterinary inspectors, of whom he 
did not happen to be one, were forming an association 
with a view to fixing the fees to be charged for the in- 
spection of animals under these two Orders, and that 
they were excluding the unqualified practitioner from 
their ranks. He quite approved of that, but seeing that 
the Bill proposed to give the unqualified man the same 
position as the ordinary practitioner, it seems a little 
inconsistent to exclude them from the new Association, 
because it would give the unqualified men an oppor- 
tunity of charging what they liked. What was going to 
happen he was afraid was this—the general practitioner 
would find that his practice would be encroached upon 
by the Inspector, whoever he might be, because the 
owner, when he had an animal ill from any cause, would 
for his own protection report it to the Anthority. The 
latter would send an inspector down to see it, and it 
would at once pass out of the general practitioner’s 
hands into official hands, and in some cases it might 
happen that when an inspector went to see an animal 
reported as being a suspected case, he would suggest 
treating it for a little while to make sure. This was 
what had already happened in his experience. 

Mr. E. Warrtey Baker remarked with reference to 
the appointment of unqualified men as inspectors, that 
he failed to see how members of their profession could 
recognise them as members of the Inspectors’ Associa- 
tion. How they were going to deal with this aspect of 
the matter he did not know, but it seemed to him that 
the only course they could with dignity take would be 
to do what Mr. Archer had done with regard to the sale 
of tubereulin—and approach some Parliamentary Autho- 
rity. The only other remark he wished to refer to was 
that about members of the profession having their | 
practice taken away from them by the Inspectors visit- 
ing their clients’ places. Unlike Mr. Archer he was an 
Inspector, but he hoped none of them had such a bad 
opinion of him as to think that if he went to a fellow- 


this might happen in certain cases, but no legislation in 
the world would alter it. They could not make gentle- 
men of men who were not gentlemen. 

Mr. HENDERSON remarked that before this 1913 Order 
came in force he thought he was going to have nothing 
to do with it, but in his district it had acted in just the 
other way to what Mr. Archer had sugested it would. 
Farmers generally had a special dread of legislation, 
and rather than have an inspector come about their 
premises they were coming to him, and ue found he 
was getting clients that he never expected to have, 
simply because another practitioner happened to be the 
veterinary inspector. There might be something in what 
Mr. Archer had said, but it cut both ways. 

Mr. Pack said that up to now the new Tuberculosis 
Order had made very little difference to him, but the 
question he should like to put to them was this—What 
cases were they tocondemn? He had treated two cases 
where he had got a re-action up to 107, and yet in 
neither case was there any sign of tuberculous milk, 
injury to the udder, or emaciation. What ought he 
to do? 

Mr. ArcHER: Report it as a suspicious case. 

Mr. Pack: But on what grounds. If you report 
them as emaciated or on one of the other grounds, and 
the animals are slaughtered, the owner gets compen- 
sated according to the advance the disease has made, 
but what are you to do when there are none of these 
definitions present. At the same time I should not feel 
satisfied with letting those cows go. 

Mr. Detia GANA remarked that he was not an in- 
spector, but only a poor practitioner, and his experience 
of the working of this new Order had not been very 
satisfactory. After going to a great deal of trouble and 
much observation he had reported certain cases, and 
the result had been he had had to meet a policeman 
and the local inspector, and had been told to go. He 
thought with Mr. Archer, that the Order would in time 
deprive the general practitioners of a great deal of their 
work. The appointment of unqualified men as in- 
spectors he considered was disgraceful. They reported 
a case of suspected tuberculosis and the inspector, an 
unqualified man, came in and either confirmed or dis- 
approved their opinion. It was most undignified, and 
he thought this aspect of the matter should be brought 
to the notice of the Board of Agriculture by their 
Societies most strongly. 

Mr. ANGWIN said that his advice to them was to 
study this Act very carefully. The Order was on trial, 
so to speak, for five years, and the local Authorities 
were asked to appoint a sufficient and an efficient vete- 
rinary staff to carry out its provisions. That was to 
say, any local Authority had power to appoint men to 
act under the Order. He had already applied to the 
County Council to be appointed and it was open to 
every other member to do the same. There was one 
thing in the Act he wholly objected to, and it was this 
any local practitioner who in his daily practice dis 
covered a case of undoubted tuberculosis, was asked to 
report it, and he would be rewarded with the muni- 
ficent sum of half-a-crown. Was that a reward or a 
bribe? Personally he thought the Act would fizzle out. 
A man had a cow, possibly a tuberculous animal. If 
killed, and it proved to be Johne’s disease he got 
nothing. If tuberculous, by the time he had gone to 
the expense of having it tested he would find it would 
pay him better to send it toa knacker’s yard in the first 
instance, and not mess about with the Act. They must 
also bear in mind that the Authorities had not got a lot 
of money to waste, and although they could spend any 





practitioner’s client and found an animal suffering from 
tuberculosis or suspected tuberculosis he would be pig | 
enough, he could not use a milder term, to suggest that | 
he shuuld treat the animal himself. He admitted that ' 


amount of public money on the Act they were going to 
use a little common sense. 

Mr. Baker thought it was rather unkind to put them 
all in the same category. He had frequently gone into 
a fellow practitioner’s preserve, but he had always re- 
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fused to take any work out of another’s hands, and 
hoped members of the profession had a better opinion 
of their fellow practitioners than to imagine that there 
were many who would do other than he had done. 

Mr. ARCHER, referring to Mr. Pack’s observations, 
remarked that under the Contagious Diseases of Animals 
Act, every inspector who had a reasonable suspicion 
that an animal was affected with a contagious disease 
was bound to report it, and they were all of them only 
suspicious cases until one had made a_ post-mortem. 
Tuberculin was not an official test, but it was recom- 
mended to be used with the owner’s written consent as 
anaid to diagnosis, and if they used it at all and got 
any reaction, surely they must abide by the result. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that when he made the 
observations he did in his address, he had no ideait was 
possible for an unqualified man to hold the position of 
inspector. 

Mr. ArcHER: I believe there are twenty-six un- 
qualified men acting as inspectors under the Act 
already. 

Post-mortem specimens and cases of interest were 
subsequently invited, and Mr. Angwin submitted an 
interesting specimen of a split pastern of a horse, the 
result of what was commonly known as a spontaneous 
fracture. 

The customary compliment to the President for pre- 
siding, proposed by Mr. Pack, and seconded by Mr. 
Archer, brought the meeting to a close. 


J. Atex. Topp, Hon. Sec. 





ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE CONGRESS. 
CONFERENCE OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 


Appress by Prof. J. PENBERTHY, F.R.C.V.s., President 
of the Conference. 


[ ABSTRACT]. 


1 hope you will first allow me to express my apprecia- 
tion of the honour of being invited to preside over this 
important conference. Though I do not enjoy the 
advantages of occupying the position of veterinary 
inspector, it has been my privilege to take some small 
part in the education of many of those who in that 
preys are rendering valuable service to the State, and 

may at least lay claim to a deep interest in all means 
designed for the accomplishment of the objeet to which 
your energies are specially directed. I should like to 
use this opportunity to offer you my congratulations on 
the formation of an association, the aim of which is to 
render your services still more valuable to the com- 
munity and to obtain for your work the recognition it 
deserves. 

I take it that we are met here in conference to-day as 
a section of this great Congress with the common pur- 

se of acquiring and, may be, disseminating know- 
edge adapted to the improvement of the conditions 
under which human beings exist, in the hope of becom- 
ing better qualified to suggest and carry out measures 
which will render human life more secure from the 
dangers by which it is beset. The veterinary inspector, 
if he aims at the highest degree of usefulness and satis- 
faction, will never lose sight of the high character of 
his work in relation to human health. Though in a 
strictly professional sense, his official sphere of action 
may be limited to the consideration of diseases com- 
municable from animals to man, and the means of 
averting such communication, the veterinary inspector, 
as a citizen of the world, with ideals and aspirations in 
nowise inferior to those which guide conscientious 
workers and thinkers in other spheres of life, is not 
called on to exclude himself from taking part in deliber- 








ations on other aspects of public health. In the exer- 
cise of his administrative and executive duties, a judicial] 
mind is essential for the most effective application of 
technical knowledge pertaining to his profession His 
education and experience should afford him specially 
favourable opportunities for forming, on sanitary matters 
generally, sound opinions, the expression of which 
would often add value to the deliberations of local sani- 
tary and even imperial authorities. 

1 venture to think that a much more frequent associ- 
ation of members of the veterinary profession with 
public life, would prove of advantage to the community 
and to their prefession Happily, evidence of a higher 
appreciation of his work in relation to the public is evi- 
denced by their more general enlistment in the sanitary 
service. In all questions, which entail consideration of 
the hygiene and disease of domesticated animals, the 
properly qualified veterinary surgeon must occupy the 
position of responsibility, and even if the matters con- 
sidered have reference to the relation of animal disease 
to human health, the determination of the condition of 
the animals and the circumstances affecting their health, 
including those necessary for preventing the occurrence 
of diseases in them, must necessarily rest with him, 
who, by virtue of his special education, his experience, 
and his statutory qualification, may claim the perfor- 
mance of such duties as his prerogative. 

The duties of the veterinary inspector not infre- 
quently involve pronouncements distasteful to those 
with whom it is most desirable that he should have 
agreeable relations. I have no intention of reading you 
a homily, gentlemen, but with your indulgence may I 
be permitted to say that, while I regard it only com- 
monly honest for you to use every opportunity for mak- 
ing yourselves proficient in the professional knowledge 
essential to the best performance of what are often 
extremely difficult duties, for the most successsful appli- 
cation of that knowledge the co-operation to be secured 
by the good will of those connected with the objects of 
your inspection is the greatest asset you can acquire. 
The exercise of the best tactics at your disposal are 
often necessary to overcome a general prejudice against 
inspection of any kind, and to meet individual peculi- 
arities. I do not suggest a cringing opportunism, or 
that your actions should be affected by fear or favour, 
and am only incited to refer to this aspect of the ques 
tion as a result of personal observation of the great 
power for good which many inspectors, who adopt the 
conciliatory attitude, exercise, and in rare cases, the 
converse. 

It has been a source of great satisfaction to me, in my 
association with agriculturalists deliberating on cognate 
topics, to observe much evidence of confidence in the 
profession, and the desire to see them in occupation of 
positions to which their professional knowledge entitles 
them. The elimination of disease from our cattle, and 
the removal of the danger of communicating disease 
to the human subject, will be more speedily accom- 
plished by voluntary action in conjunction with the 
performance of statutory obligations than by the latter 
alone. For instance, at present there is amongst stock- 
owners widespread prejudice against the use of tuber- 
culin as a test for tuberculosis. It is certain tomy mind 
that without this, or some other aid at present unknown, 
the eradication of tuberculosis will never be accom- 
plished. I look to the intimate relations of the veteri 
nary inspector under the Tuberculosis Order and the 
owners of infected herds as a means of establishing con- 
fidence in this aid to diagnosis, and an extensive 
volutary adoption in the interest of the stockowner and 
the community. 

The difficulties of the inspector may commence with 
the owner, but assuredly they do not end there. In 
dealing with such a disease as tuberculosis, as, indeed, 
with all others, correct diagnosis is a fundamental 
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essential. In this respect he cannot fail to find himself 
at times in a position of great delicacy. His opinion 
given during life is submitted to the scrutiny of post- 
mortem examination, and the result of any error he may 
make is subject to the criticism of his local authority 
through tle chancellor of its exchequer. This work 
demands a high degree of professional skill and wisdom, 
and even in full exercise of these qualities the most 
skilled and wisest must be liable to risks of error in this 
sphere of action. That this is a matter of special in- 
terest is evidenced by the wise selection of diagnosis as 
a topic of discussion at this conference. 

The diseases existent in Great Britain known to be 
communicable from animals to man, though small in 
number, are far from unimportant. The elimination of 
rabies from the category and the consequent disappear- 
ance of hydrophobia, the diminution in the cases of 
glanders in our horses by 75 per cent., and the control 
exercised over anthrax, which nave all been effected in 
the past decade, stand in a great measure to the credit 
of veterinary inspection. Some other diseases, recog- 
nised as communicable but of less serious import, re- 
main, and possibly there may be others whose relations 
to man are not yet ascertained, but I may venture to 
say that the chief interest at present centres on tuber- 
culosis. 

Five years since it was my privilege to preside over 
a similar conference at Cardiff, when I took advantage 
of the opportunity to cursorily review the position of 
the tuberculosis question at that period. Since that 
date an immeasurable amount of research work and in- 
quiry has been accomplished, and large areas of paper 
have been occupied by contributions to the literature of 
the subject. The final report of the Royal Commission 
on tuberculosis has been received and diseussed, with 
the result, I venture to think, of deepening the con- 
viction that some portion of the tuberculosis of human 
beings, especially of infants and young children, owes 
its existence to tubercle bacilli derived from the lower 
animals, and principally taken into the body with cow’s 
milk and other animal food. 

The death-rate of man from tuberculosis, which the 
President of the Local Government Board, speaking in 
1908, stated was “diminishing in this country generally, 
woportionately more rapidly than in any other country 
in the world,” has continued to fall in a manner which 
cannot be regarded as otherwise than gratifying. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer has entered the arena and, 
through the National Insurance Act, opened up the 
avenues of curative treatment. Demands for removal 
of the danger arising from tuberculous animals, though 
not less insistent on the grounds of being necessary, ap- 
pear to have become more moderate and nearer to being 
ey some On knowledge acquired in the interval it 
ias been possible for some authorities to estimate, at 
least to their own satisfaction, the proportion of cases 
in which tubercle bacilli of the human and bovine types 
respectively are found. It has been variously estimated 
that in 10 to 25 per cent. of cases of tuberculosis of 
children under five years of age, those of the bovine type 
are the cause, while in cases occurring in man from 
fifteen or sixteen years upwards, their presence has been 
so rarely found in connection with his tuberculosis that, 
as a cause of the disease in adults, the bovine bacillus 
is practically a negligible quantity. Neither these 
figures nor the observations on which they are based 
have, however, brought universal conviction. There are 
some who persist in the view that a rapidly falling 
death-rate among infants from tuberculosis, and an in- 
creased consumption of cow’s milk, indicate that the 
danger of materially curtailing the milk supply by with- 
drawal of the milk of tuberculous cows would outweigh 
the advantages now enjoyed. 

The issue of the Tuberculosis Order, 1913, is perhaps 
the most important event to be chronicled in relation to 





bovine tuberculosis and veterinary inspection. Though 
directly emanating from the Board of Agriculture, and, 
at any rate, ostensibly in the interest of the stockowner, 
there is good reason for believing that the real cause of 
its promulgation was consideration for the health of 
man, and we may regard it as one part of the great 
national scheme of campaign against human tubercu- 
losis. I refer to the issue of this Order as the mitial 
step, because I believe that every competent person who 
has made a careful study of tuberculosis in cattle and 
other domesticated animals, must be convinced that 
other and more drastic measures will be required to 
effect the final elimination of tuberculosis from the 
live-stock of this country. There can be doubt that 
the exclusion of cows yielding tubercle bacilli with their 
milk, having tuberculous udders, or being emaciated 
from tuberculosis, must lessen the numbers of bovine 
tubercle bacilli in milk consumed by human beings, 
and to a considerable extent diminish the risks of 
infection of farm animals. 

It is gratifying to observe that the operations of the 
Order .are directed to the permanent removal of the 
immediate and paramount source of danger to cattle and 
that of bovine tuberculosis in man. 

Though it would be unfair to assume that any con- 

siderable number of stockowners would desire to keep 
dangerous cows and sell their noxious products, if they 
realised the danger, no form of inspection which may 
involve the confiscation of property which he regards 
as a valuable asset is likely to be pleasing ; but I ven- 
ture to express the opinion that considering all the 
circumstances, especially the outcry for drastic mea- 
sures for the immediate extirpation of tuberculosis of 
cattle, the Tuberculosis Order of 1913 gives evidence of 
having been conceived and formulated at the dictates of 
moderation and with a proper regard forall the interests 
concerned, except, perhaps, in the amount of compensa- 
tion, and the source from which the cost is to come. 
The stockowner will naturally feel that compensation 
should have been on a more generous scale, and it is to 
be regretted that it is not frankly admitted that it is 
in reality a matter purely of national health. It was 
doubtless intended to be complementary to a Milk and 
Dairies Act, and without the latter the Order is incom- 
ete and less effective than if the Bill now before 
Parliament had become an Act. The Order cannot fail 
to have an educational effect of great value on the stock- 
owner, the authorities, and the public. In view of the 
fact that the £60,000 annually provided by the Treasury 
for payment of compensation, is granted for five years 
only, it is not improbable that the whole cost of more 
radical measures, which may be enforced at the termina- 
tion of this period, will fall on the owner and the local 
authorities. This should be an incentive to local autho- 
rities to carry out the provisions of the Order, and to 
the stockowner to make every attempt to purify his 
herd, while even the small modicum of compensation is 
available. 

Notwithstanding all the investigation by research 
and ordinary observation, results of which have been 
recorded, it cannot be stated that opinion on all essen- 
tial points is unanimous, or that all the problems in 
connection with the relations of tuberculosis in man and 
cattle are yet satisfactorily solved. 

In the current number of a journal devoted to State 
medicine, appears the statement of a well-known bacte- 
riologist : “ Public authorities have generally been in a 
state of indecision owing to the controversies which 
have divided scientific men.” Doubtless this is true. 
I venture to say that the public have some reason for 
thankfulness that such variety of opinion has on occa- 
sions existed and exercised such an influence. We recall 
the statement of the medical officer of health, who ad- 
vised his authority that tuberculosis of cattle could be 
eradicated in twelve months by the means successfully 
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adopted in the case of pleuro-pneumonia, but omitted to 
say that in order to effect this desideratum it would be 
necessary to eliminate the bovine species in this country. 
Also we have in mind the advice given within the past 
five years by the medical officer of health of one of the 
greatest cities the world has ever seen, “that every cow 
in the country should be subjected to the tuberculin 
test, and that no milk of any tuberculous cow should be 
allowed to be sold for human consumption.” It was 
not stated that the cost of applying the test on the first 
occasion would be from a quarter to half a million 
pounds, and that, as this would mean the immediate 
withdrawal of 500,000 cows, it would possibly consider- 
ably reduce the cost of the second retesting, whic 
would be necessary at least at the end of each six months 
for years to come. The effect of the withdrawal from 
our national food supply of 250,000,000 gallons of milk 
was not even referred to. The day for such extrava- 
gances is past, the scope of the Tuberculosis Order, 
1913, as a complement to a Milk Bill, represents the 
limit of the sphere of operations which are consistent 
with our present knowledge, and are practicable at 
present 

There are, however, still many problems awaiting 
solution, and on which scientific opinion is widely 

divided. Among the more important questions are 
those of immunity, the transmutability of the bovine 
and human bacilli, and the ultimate effect of the early 
extirpation of the bovine bacilli. It is not necessary to 
reject any evidence, indicating that bovine tubercle 
bacilli taken with cow’s milk are responsible for tuber- 
culosis of children, to suggest that it is desirable that 
investigation on these and other points should proceed 
while the preventive measures dictated by our present 
knowledge are in operation. There is, perhaps, at the 
present time more general agreement on the following 
points : that bovine bacilli, taken in sufficiently large 
doses, or in smaller doses frequently, by infants and 
young children, are responsible for tuberculosis in a 
certain pen of cases occurring at this age ; while 
nearly the whole of the cases in man after the age of 
16 are traceable to infection from a human source. It 
is stated on high authority that more than 90 per cent. 
of our population above 16 years of age are distinctly 
tuberculous, and that 98°09 per cent. of all fatal cases 
of tuberculosis are due to the bacillus of human type. 

If it be maintained that tubercle bacilli of bovine 
origin do not, after prolonged residence in man, acquire 
the characters of tubercle bacilli of the human type, the 
danger of acquiring tuberculosis from eating animal 
flesh cannot be great, as, after 16 and throughout the 
flesh-eating periods, tuberculosis in which bovine bacilli 
are found is so rare as to be practically negligible as 
factors in the tuberculosis of adult human beings. 
This suggests that either the tubercle bacilli in flesh are 
so few or feeble as to be ineffective, or that after the 
age of 16, ope pom hereditary or acquired, against the 
fatal effects of the bovine bacillus prevails. The experi- 
ments reported on by the last Royal Commission on 
Tuberculosis indicate that the results of infection 
depend on the virulence of the individual virus, the dose 
received by the subject, and the resistance of the subject. 
In a communication to The British Medical Journal of 
February Ist, 1913, referring to an observation of over 
6,000 cases of tuberculosis, it is stated : 

“That there seems to be little doubt that a mild in- 
fection of bovine bacilli in the human body, such as 
neck glands by way of the alimentary canal, will pro- 
tect against infection by human bacilli, and it is most 

wrobable that a large number of people are immunised 
/ having been infected in early childhood by bovine 
bacilli through milk or food.” 

This view of the subject has been more or less freely 
expressed for some time, and I venture to think is 


worthy of further consideration. We do know that the 
incidence of some diseases in adult life is materially 
affected by the fact that immunity is acquired as a 
result of an attack in youth. 

Prof. Orth, Virchow’s successor, at a recent meeting 
of the Berliner Medizinsche Gesellschaft, maintained 
that the transmutability of the human type of tubercle 
bacillus into the bovine type had been proved by von 
Eber, and drew attention to his own experiments carried 
out in 1906, in which he claimed to have shown that a 
primary local infection with inoculated bacilli could 
create a heightened latent susceptibility to future in- 
fection, and that under such circumstances pulmonary 


h| phthis was the usual sequel, and that a bovine infection 


contracted in infancy might play a similar part in the 
development of the disease in adult man was no un- 
reasonable speculation. Here we have a directly diver- 
gent view based on experiments seven years ago. Atthe 
same meeting Weber, a member of the Imperial Health 
Commission of Germany, stated that post-mortem re- 
ports and experimental investigation had shown no 
parallelism in the incidence of the disease in man and 
cattle, nor were there any marked differences in the 
statistics of countries in which cows’ milk was not the 
staple diet of bottle-fed infants and children. He 
further adduced the fact that of 280 children known to 
have drunk the milk of tuberculous cows, only two, 
and both these were cases in which the cervical glands 
were involved, had the disease subsequently, and that 
seven years later, during which time they had been 
under direct observation of the Board of Hygiene, 
not one of the 280 liad died of tuberculosis. 

These statements are not brought forward as argu- 
ment that the procedure adopted by the authorities— 
which it is the duty of the veterinary inspector to carry 
out, is valueless or should be postponed, but to indicate 
that there is further work for research, ordinary obser- 
vation, and enquiry ; that still there are problems re- 
quiring solution ; that they cannot all be solved through 
the microscope or with the guinea-pig ; but to indicate 
that the enthusiastic veterinary inspector, acting in con- 
junction with the medical officer of health or independ- 
ently, has it in his powér to accumulate information 
by the method of direct observation and enquiry, and 
by recording it, to add materially to that store of 
knowledge by which the solution of some of the prob- 
lems can only be effected. I venture to suggest the 
record of widespread observation of the events occurring 
to infants and children known to have ingested milk of 
cows dischargingtubercle bacilli from a tuberculous udder. 
The results of a few such observations have, I believe, 
been published, but, in order to be of high or, indeed, 
of any statistical value such records must be numerous. 
Further, it has often been stated that among persons in 
close attendance on tuberculous cows from youth on- 
wards and running great risks of ingesting and inhaling 
more or less constantly, bovine tubercle bacilli, the inci- 
dence of tuberculosis is, at Jeast, no heavier than that 
among other classes of the community not exposed to 
such risks. 

The question of natural and acquired resistance to 
serious infection is to the veterinary profession and the 
stockowners of special interest, in view of the possible 
discovery of a means of immunising cattle, and render- 
ing them innocuons to their own and other species. 
With the aid of an easily applicable and safe method of 
establishing an effective resistance to infection, the 
veterinary aspect of tuberculosis would be easily solved 
The study of this subject, however, has even wider 
significance ‘and a far greater object in view, for if it 
should be proved that a considerable proportion of the 
90 per cent. of the population, above sixteen years of 
age, which are stated to be distinctly tuberculous, owe 





their freedom from its fata] or serious effects to the in- 
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stion of small doses of bovine tubercle bacilli during 
infancy or childhood, it would become necessaly to 
consider the advisability of using the bovine bacillus, 
under control, as a means of providing immunity ; and 
and the probable effect of extirpation of tuberculosis 
in cattle, before tuberculosis due to infection by bacilli 
of human type is brought under control. 





VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
OF NEW SOUTH WALES. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Mr. 8. T. D. Symons, M.R.c.v.s. 


Gentlemen,—It is just a year since the Veterinary 
Association of New South Wales was brought into 
existence, and, having the honour to be elected as your 
first President, it now affords me among in delivering 
this address, a procedure whick I believe is an annuul 
occurrence in relation to societies of this nature, 

As most of you now present are aware, this is not the 
first effort of veterinarians in this State to band them- 
selves together in the interests of their profession, for 
as long since as the year 1894, a Veterinary Medical 
Association was established. It struggled along fair] 
actively for a period of three or four years, after whic 
it remained moribund, until the steadily growing feeling 


’ of unity amongst the members of our profession resulted 


in a meeting being held at the Veterinary School, 
Sydney University, on May 10th of last year, when it 
was decided to resuscitate the Association. 

Before passing on to the progress of our Association, 
I feel sure you will accord with me in brief reference 
being made to the old Association. Amongst members 
were Messrs. John Stewart and John Pottie, veterinar- 
ians of the day, who were well and favourably known, 
and whose decease is much regrettec ; Edward Stanley, 
who although still with us, is leading a life of peaceful 
retirement after performing what must be recognised as 
good work for the State, often under serious disabilities. 
Of the others, some have gone to distant climes, many 
are still amongst us, and several are present here to- 


night. 
it is a matter for congratulation to us all that I am 
able toremark that as regards membership, our Associ- 


ation shows very excellent progress. With 10 members 
at its formation, a rapid increase in numbers occurred, 
until a total of 33 was reached, with three Associates. 
Two members have resigned during the year owing to 
their leaving the State, but there are other nomina- 
tions to come before us, which will strengthen our 
ranks yet further. 

During the first year of its existence the Association 
may be said to have thoroughly justified its formation 
by its action in regard to matters of such prominence 
as the endeavour to bring before the legislature a 
much needed Veterinary Surgeons’ Bill; representa 
tion of the profession on the Tuberculosis Advisory 
Board ; and the formation of an Australasian Veterinary 
Association. It has thus evidenced its desire to advance 
the status and power of the veterinary profession. 

Referring to the Veterinary Surgeons’ Bill, as far as 
my memory serves, such a measure was discussed by the 
old Association, but I believe it was decided that the 
introduction of legislation of this nature to Parliament 
was at the time premature. With the general growth 
of the State, and with the establishment of a Veterinary 
School at the University, it seems a matter for extreme 
regret that no such legislation has yet come into opera- 
tion to protect the interest of those now professionally 
engaged as well as those who will shortly qualify from 
the aforementioned Veterinary School. Moreover, at 


the present time, unwarranted mortality amongst ani- 
mals no doubt occurs, and cruelty is rife, from the wide- 
spread empiricism that exists. The stockowner as a rule 
is not in a position to recognise between the veteri- 
narian who is properly qualified, and perforce in some 
degree humane, and the charlatan a from lack of 
suitable training, inflicts indescribable tortures on the 
dumb creatures which he is called upon to treat. Such 
legislation, therefore, would be in the interests of stock- 
owners also. 

Duly qualified veterinarians are not numerically 
strong in New South Wales, and as in many instances 
they are far apart, any concerted action in the past has 
been difficult of accomplishment. To their credit, how- 
ever, it must be recorded that although certain prior 
disjointed action had taken place, in the year 1909 meet- 
ings were held which resulted in a Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Bill being drafted, some of those attending coming very 
long distances. This is the Bill we now strongly desire 
to become law. Deputations from this Association 
have waited upon the Honourable the Minister for Agri- 
culture, by whom the measure will be introduced to 
Parliament, pointing out the disabilities the profession 
and stockowners now suffer, and urging that early action 
may be taken. Your Council also have had several 
meetings for the consideration of certain amendments 
thought to be necessary, and must be thanked for the 
very careful attention bestowed on the subject. Gentle- 
men, it will rest with yon to keep this matter promin- 
ently before your Association, and exercise extreme 
vigilance in the endeavour that a satisfactory ending 
may be arrived at. 

I will now say afew words as to the future prospects 
of veterinarians in this State, and I consider my remarks 
are equally applicable to the other portions of the Com- 
moot are = § as wellas to New Zealand. We cannot all 
aspire to be Administrators of Territories, or Under 
Secretaries for Agriculture. It appears to me, however, 
that with your professional rights protected by satis- 
factory legislation the future outlook is bright. As 
your abilities become to be better recognised, a much 
greater number of varied official positions will be created, 
and I do not think the time is very far distant when 
the heads of Government departments in the different 
States dealing with Stock matters will be veterinary 
surgeons. Other factors in advancing our prospects are 
the generally improved values for all classes of stock, 
closer settlement, with consequent agricultural develop- 
ment, 

Together with Professor Stewart, it was my privilege 
to be selected as a representative of the Association on 
the Tuberculosis Advisory Board. It is perhaps need- 
less to to mention that every courtesy was extended to 
us by its members, and I may perhaps be excused in 
remarking that I believe our particular knowledge was 
of great assistance to the Board in its deliberations. In 
recognition thereof, I may state that the Professor was 
appointed a member of the Sub-committee to draft a 
report on the subject of “ Milk,” myself acting in a 
similar capacity in relation to “ Meat.’ 

Several of the members of this Association attended 
the Congress for the advancement of science held in 
Melbourne in January last, Professor Stewart being ap- 

inted to represent our interests. I do not think that 
T'shall be out of place in mentioning that as a step in 
the general advancement of the profession, it has been 
decided to make veterinary subjects a separate section 
in the future, instead of it being a sub-section of 
Agriculture asin the past. Of more particular interest 
to us, however, is that it was then also decided to form 
an Australasian Veterinary Association, the meetings to 
be held at the same time and place as the Science i 
gress, also that our Association should undertake the 
arrangements in connection with its formation. This 





has been referred to, and, as the initial expenditure is 
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not large, itcan be met out of our funds. That the 
action as indicated is a step in the right direction I 
think you will all agree, as tending towards a healthy 
professional co-operation throughout the Common- 
wealth and the Dominion of New Zealand. It is be- 
lieved also that it will be a forerunner to the formation 
of many local societies. 

Iam pleased in being able to inform you that the 
finances of the Association are in a satisfactory condi- 
tion. 

On the professional side, two papers have been read 
at our meetings, and thanks of the members are due to 
those who brought them forward. 

Dr. Dodd’s paper was on “Osteomalacia”; Mr. 
Baker's on “The Lymphatic System of the Horse,” a 
series of well executed diagrams thereon lending much 
additional] interest. 

Addresses were given by Mr. Sanderson on the ques- 
tion “Does the Bang System lower the resistance of 
cattle to tuberculosis when exposed later to infection,” 
ae by Mr. Henry on “ Variegated Thistle as a poison 
plant. 

All these matters were well discussed at the time by 
members present. 

On the social side, the Association held a most satis- 
factory dinner in November of last year, a forerunner 
of what it is intended shall be an annual event. More 


in Sydney, at a Conference in connection with the im- 
provement of horse breeding by certification of stallions, 
and other matters. 

In addition to those important matters already re- 
ferred to, requiring the careful attention of this Asso- 
ciation during the coming year, there are others of equal 
moment that “mnight receive your consideration. I refer 
as instances to: V eterinary representation on the Meat 
and Abattoir Board. Similar representation on the 
Health Board. The desirability of the appointment of 
veterinary surgeons in charge of inspection at abattoirs, 
and to any subject of an allied nature that may appear 
on the horizon during the period. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, I feel that the second year’s 
progress of this Association will not only be equally 
successful with the past, but that it will be more so, 
and my very best wishes are to thatend. My position 
as President has been rendered easy by the assistance 
of an energetic and capable secretary, and the kind 
attitude assumed on all occasions by members towards 
the Chair. 


The officers elected for the coming year were :— 
President.—Mr. 8. T. D. SyMons, M.R.C.vV.S. 
Vice-President.—Prof. T. D. STEWART, M.R.C.V.s., 
B.v.sc. (Sydney). 
Sec. & Treas. B.V.SC, 


Hon. Max HENRY, M.R.C.V.S., 


















































recently we were able to welcome at a pleasant informal - ; % yy 
gathering the veterinarians from other States present (Syd.) 56 Bridge Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 
DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
Anthrax. Foot- Glanders +t ie 
—____— — and-Mouth includi Parasitic a Swine Fever. 
: Disease. (including _— _ 
Outbreaks Animals Porcyy) f i el 
— Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out-| Out- | Slaugt 
“Ty e y 5 ut- | Ani- ut- ni- u ni- - u Slaugh- 
firm'dlported sotipsened breaks| mals. |breaks mals. |breaks mals. [breaks] breaks. | tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. ee 
Week ended July 12} 10 | 13 4; 11 37 | 1 65 939 
“7. ~ ro 7 ; 
Corresponding { 1912 5 5 8 35 : 3 30 54 1 72 1013 
week in 1911 4 | 9 3 4 61 955 
nnctdaee. 12 12 5| 36 3 45 265 
Total for 28 weeks, 1913 | 333 | 261 95 268 | 1736 | 3568 122 1361 18550 
di 1912] 513 573 45 252 92 191 | 2162 | 4770 164 1931 24580 
Correnpending 1911 | 500 621 | 4 | 85 | 111 | 286 304 | 1461 | 16500 
= 1910 846 | 1022} 194 | 561 ___|_ 320] 823 | 7332 
+ Counties affected, animals attacked: Durham 3, London 5, Middlesex 3. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, July 15, 1913. 
Pie pray > RS De eer ~ | | Outbreaks my 
IRELAND. Week ended July 12 | oon 9 4 18 
ao, ee 15 | 46 4 7 16 
Corresponding Week in 1911 eee ee oon mat 1 2 167 
1910 | 2 1 3 117 
| ay ! 
Total for 28 weeks, 1913 | 92 333 90 54: 
1912 2 | 2 |] 16 | 131 “a | ae 46 262 145 | 1313 
Corresponding period in {aon 5 6 nme. 44 244 69 1167 
1910 &-| 8 ae 40 335 62 1527 


























t+ These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, July 14, 1913 


Norre.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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TO 1911, SUMMARY OF RETULNS 








Foot- aaa. 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | Glanders. Swine Fever. 
Disease. l 
es Out-  Ani- Out- | Ani- | Parasitic [Sheep 
Period. breaks| mals. | Out- | Ani- }breaks| mals. Mange. Scab.}| Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks! mals | breaks | tered. * 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended July 5 | 5 1 21 
i 
{ >) _— ae ee 1 | 83 1 1 1 22 
Corresponding Week in 1911 ... ose a 1 4 28 
(oe cen dy 2 1 2 69 
Total for 27 weeks, 1913 92 324 86 524 
(1912 2 2 1 85 one ees 46 249 138 1297 
Corresponding period in 1911 5 6 2 3 44 243 67 1002 
(1910 5 ~ 1 2 38 334 59 1410 























t These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterimary Branch), Dublin, July 7, 1913 


Nore.—-The figures for the Current Year are approximate only 


Presentation to Sir C. J. Nixon. 

The Principal and Staff of the Royal Veterinary 
College of Lreland recently presented a loving cup—a 
mother cup, of Irish make—to Sir Christopher Nixon, 
Bart., LL.D. Sir Christopher at the same time received 
the following letter from the Principal :— 

“ Dear Sir Christopher,—Will you kindly accept the 
accompanying loving cup from the Staff of the College 
with our affectionate regards and profound esteem? As 
you will see, we all unite in asking you to accept this 
token of our appreciation of all you have done, not only 
to place the College on a secure foundation as an educa- 
tional centre, but in securing for the Staff State recogni- 
tion and a permanent future. We all recognise how 
ungrudgingly you have worked and how the interest of 
the College and its Staff has been ever your interest also ; 
but apart from that, we are anxious in some little way 
to show to you that we all have for you an affectionate 
esteem. The new change in the governance of the 
College, fortunately, does not interfere in any way with 
your connection with the College, and we all hope that 
you may long continue to take an active share in direct- 
ing the destinies of the College. Please look upon this 
loving cup as a symbol—a mere outward token of our 
esteem and regard.—Believe me, dear Sir Christopher, 
yours very faithfully, A. E. Mettam, Principal.” 

The following reply was received from Sir C. J. 
Nixon :— 

My Dear Principal and Members of the Staff of the 
Royal Veterinary College of Ireland—I do not know 
how to thank you and your colleagues on the Staff of 
the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, not merely for 
the extremely handsome presentation which you sent to 
me, but for the affectionate appreciation which you 
have all expressed of what I have been able to do in 
promoting the interests of the College. Your loving 
cup will be regarded as an heirloom which will be always 
associated with the traditions of my family in genera- 
tions to come. 

To those who have followed, as doubtless you have 
done, the marvellous progress of the College, the steady 
increase of the number of its students, the high order 
of the teaching given in the various departments of 
paw age’ medicine, and the discipline maintained 
during the entire period of its existence, you may 
naturally ask to what is our success due. 

First, that the College was an urgent necessity for | 
Ireland ; second, that from the year of its foundation it | 
fulfilled with increased efficiency the purpose for which 


| alread 
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| it was founded ; third, that it steadily established a 


claim on the State which could not be ignored, namely 
—that in the reorganisation of the Department of Agri- 
culture, use must be made of a Veterinary College to 
help in co-ordinating all the elements which tend to 
make a State Department perfect in all details, includ 
ing especially research work, such as will effectively aid 
the agricultural progress of the country. 

You are good enough to point out that the change in 
the government of the College will not interfere with 
my connection with it in the future. That isso. My 
position in the future will enable me to look after your 
interests and to obtain for you a recognition of those 
services, which so materially helped to place the College 
in its present high position, services which the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ire- 
land has pledged itself to deal with, not merely equit- 
ably but liberally. 

Again thanking you most cordially for the expression 
of your esteem and affection.— Believe me, gentlemen, 
always your sincere friend,’ 

C. J. Nixon. 

30th June, 1913. 

Messrs. Weir, of Grafton Street, Dublin, supplied 
the cup, which is engraved with the crest of Sir 
Christopher Nixon and the names of all the members 
of the staff.—Dudblin Evening Mail. 





Royal Veterinary College. 


Lord Moreton presided at the annual meeting of the 
Royal Veterinary College, on Tuesday. There were also 
present Lord Harlech, Lord Bathurst, Sir John M‘Fad- 
yean, Principal of the College, Major-General Pringle, 
Director-General Army Veterinary Department, and 
Sir T. Elliott. The report for the year showed that the 
income had exceeded the expenditure by £1,223 14s. 11d. 
as against £52 19s. 7d. in the preceding year. The 
result had only been brought about by a reduction in 
the salaries of members of the College staff, which the 
governors would now be called upon to make good in 
the form of a bonus. Mr. A. Brassey, a governor, in 
moving a vote of thanks to the Chairman, said that 
during the past year the Principal had been to India to 
study foot-and-mouth disease, and the College was 
studying tuberculosis and other diseases in 
animals. If the College were better known it would not 
have to curtail its exertions through want of funds, 
—The Times. 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 


At the meeting of the Board of Examiners held 
in London on July 7th for the Written, and on 
July 8th, 9th, and 10th for the Oral and Practical 
Examinations, the following geutlemen passed their 
Final Examination :— 


Mr, W. A. Austin Mr. V. J. Hare 


C. E. W. Bryan | H. Hicks 

J. Blackburn W. Kendrick 

R. T. Davis A. V. Nicholas 
C. Davenport A. A. Pryer 

H. W. Dawes * J. M. L. Penhale 
+. van de W. DeKock J. Southall 

t. Daubney * W. L. Sheftield 
G. O. R. Grey A. R. Symthe 
D. C. Greene G. M. Vincent 
A. Hoskin J. A. Ward 


Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 





EXAMINATIONS IN EDINBURGH. 


At the recent Examinations held by the Court of 


Examiners in Edinburgh, the following students of | = 


the Royal (Dick) Veterinary College passed their 
Third Examination ;— 

Mr. N. Brear * Mr. D. Marshall * 

'. Dalling T. M. Mitchell 

. W. Hayes J. J. Plunkett 

G. C. Lancaster R. Simpson 

R. G. J. Lake B. van der Vijver 


The following passed their Second Examination : 


—— 


Mr. W. H. Dennett Mr. W. Hay 
R. Dalling C. K. Lomas * 
Edgar * B. Philp 
W. Harley R. K. Porteous 


The following passed their First Examination :— 
Mr. T. Bannatyne | Mr. J. Judge 


A. Noel Metcalfe E. H. Milner 
N. Bisset E. C. Nelson 
J. D. Coutts J. R. Rider * 
J. S. Carewal A. Rouse 


G. Howie * C. V. Watkins 
J. Knox Irvine 


Marked thus * passed with Second Class Honours. 


EXAMINATIONS IN DUBLIN. 


At the recent Examinations held by the Board 
of Examiners in Dublin, the following students of 
the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland passed 
their Final Examination and were registered 
Members of the R.C.V.S. :— 


Mr. J. J. O'Neill Mr. J.J. Mills 
T. G. Browne J. J. Pomeroy 
M. P. Hatch | T. K. Reddin 
J.J. Hegart C. M. Stewart 
J.P. McNally M. Twomey 





The following passed their Third Examination : 


Mr. J. Campbell 
S. O‘Donel 
E. H. Wyly 
W. A. Buchanan 
W. G Clarke 
F. J. Daly 
| 


Mr. P. J. Hayes 
H. Jewell 
M. J. Killelea 
H. J. Lowe 
P. J. Muleair 
O. D. Neary 





H. Dolan J O'Carroll 
C. P. Fisher W. P. Power 
S. Flood M. J. Ryan 


The following passed their Second Examination : 
Mr. J. J. English | Mr. W. H. Heaney 
T. J. McDonald * J.J. Mullaney + 
J. A. Brew * T. F. O'Connor 
J. M. Culhane M. A. Sexton 
T. A. M. Finch T. F. Tunney + 
J.J. Fitzsimons M. A. Murphy 
The following passed their First Examination ; 
Mr. J. J. Clune Mr. W. Forde 


P. J. Cooney E. V. Kelly * 

H. C. Evans J. Malone 

T. C. Hall E. S. W. Peatt 
J.J. M. Barry J. A. Power 

J. Bell W. Reidy * 

J. Brosnan * W. J. M. Rouse * 
J.J. Condon C. B. Ryan 

F. H. Doyle W. L. Sinton 


M. Farrelly D. P. White 


Marked thus + passed with First Class Honours. 
* Second ae 


” ” 





Dispute about a Mare. 


Sheriff Macleod, in the Linlithgow Sheriff Court, 
heard proof in an action by William Braes, veterinary 
surgeon, Linlithgow, who sued James L. Meikle, farmer, 
Upper Bonnytoun, Linlithgow, for the sum of £31 10s., 
being the price of a black mare sent by him to Mr. 
Meikle on trial on 28th November, 1912, and which, he 
maintained, was sold to Mr. Meikle on or about 11th 
December, 1912, the mare having died on 31st December, 
before the price was paid. The following interlocutor 
in the case has now been issued :— 

Linlithgow, 11th June, 1913.—Finds, in fact, that (1) 
towards the erd of November, 1912, the defender was 
on the lookout for a horse suited for his general farm 
work, and on the 28th of that month the pursuer sent 
the mare libelled, which was the pursuer’s property, to 
the defender’s stable in order that the defender might 
make trial of its suitability for that employment ; (2) 
the mare remained in the defender’s possession until its 
death on 31st December, 1912 ; (3) when the pursuer 
sent his mare to the defender’s stable he set no time for 
the termination of the trial, but after an interval of 
time, coming to hear of another possible purchaser, he 
entered into communication with the defender with the 
view of getting an early definite reply from him as to 
the purchase or non-purchase of the mare; (4) the 
pursuer has failed to prove that he at any time arranged 
with or intimated to the defender any limit of time at 
the expiry of which, without return or without notice 
of rejection, the defender was to be regarded as the 
purchaser of the mare. The mare was not at any time 
in the possession of the defender under any condition 
as to limit of time for trial ; (5) owing first to the con- 
dition of the weather, and latterly to the health of the 
mare, the defender had not, while the mare remained 
in his possession, a reasonable opportunity of making 
trial of its suitability for his requirements : (6) the del 
fender never agreed to buy the mare. Before it took il- 
he was not satisfied as to its suitabilit When it 


took ill he decided to wait till it got aa catia before 
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thinking further as to the prudence of making an 
agreement to buy. It never got well enough for that 
purpose : (7) the pursuer and the defender communi- 
cated with each other on the question of price, but 
never came to an agreement on that matter; (8) while 
the mare remained in the defender’s possession the de- 
fender and his servants gave her both in health and in 
sickness all that watchful care which a prudent man 
would give to his horses ; (9) the defender was in no 
way to blame either for the sickness or the death of 
the mare. Finds in law (1) that there was not com- 
pleted sale of the mare ; and (2) that the pursuer is not 
entitled to any decree against the defenders there- 
after assoilizes the defender from the conclusions of 
the initial writ; finds the defender entitled to ex- 
penses on lower scale, and remits the account thereof 
when lodged to the auditor to tax and to report. 
(Signed) Hector Mac Leon. 
In a “note” his lordship adds :—(a) No mare ever 
came nearer the selling point without actually touching 
it, and it has, therefore, been quite easy for each party 
honestly to persuade himself that its loss ought to fall 
on the other. At the same time, I have as clear a 
view as is possible for erring mortal that there was no 
completed sale. Let me just mention one or two points 
that seemed of special interest—(b) on the interesting 
controversy as to the course of events between the 9th 
and 13th December, I have a very distinct preference 
for the view presented by the defender as being an 
accurate one ; (c) when the parties had the important 
talk about the price the mare was “off its feed” to the 
knowledge of the defender: (d) the pursuer’s interest 
in the carcase is amply accounted for by his professional 
desire to verify his diagnosis : (e) I draw no inference 
from the fact that during the period of temporary con- 
valescence the mare remained in the defender’s stable. 
It is quite a good point for presentation in argument, 
but any inference from it would be unwise; (f) on 
Thursday, 16th December, the mare had so far re- 
covered that the pursuer left her without any intention 
of returning to give her further medical attention. 
Elder (defender’s second hand) was the man who had 
special charge of the mare. He was a man in whose 
watchful care of horses both the pursuer and the de- 
fender had, with excellent reason, the most perfect con- 
fidence. What he and Shanks and the defender did or 
did not do for the mare during the period between the 
16th and 23rd December must be the subject of most 
careful scrutiny. On the other hand, they must not be 
judged by what happened later. My conclusions are 
set out in findings 8 and 9; (g) the defender made a 
point of seeing the pursuer on Monday, 23rd, to report 
to him the condition of the mare. The pursuer saw 
mare on 24th, and found her “ far from well.” She got 
gradually worse, and died on 31st December from 
“water on the chest”; (h) the mare was in perfect 
health when the pursuer sent her to the defender’s 
stable on 28th November. (Intd.) H. M. 





Alleged Cruelty at the Horse Show. 


Arthur Hudson, a groom, living at Anlaby Road, 
Hull, was summoned before Mr. Mead at the West 
London Police Court on Wednesday, 9th inst., for 
cruelly ill-treating a horse at the Horse Show at Olym- 
pia. The defendant did not appear, but sent a letter in 
which he admitted he gave some mild ginger toa horse, 
and that he had seen hundreds of horses treated in the 
same way. 

Mr. Oswald Hanson, who prosecuted for the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, stated 
that the operation which the defendant performed on 
the animal—a back Shetland mare—was known as 
“ gingering,” and was, he was afraid to say, somewhat 
common in cases where horses were to be exhibited for 
prizes or shows. The defendant was employed at the 
Horse Show at Olympia by a Mr. Llewellyn, and he 





was seen by the Society’s inspector to administer 
some chewed ginger to the horse before taking it into 
the ring. 

Evidence having been given by an inspector of the 
Society and others, 

Mr. Mead said it wasa serious case, and adjourned the 
summons in order that the defendant should attend and 
also the owner of the horse. 

On Wednesday, 16th, before Mr. Mead at West 
London Police Court on an adjourned summons. 

Mr. Leslie Smith appeared to prosecute ; and the 
defendant was represented by Mr. Bickmore, instructed 
by Mr. G. E. Mew. 

Inspector Inight repeated the evidence he gave at the 
last hearing. 

Alexander Piesse, M.R.c.v.s., described the effect of 
the ginger on the horse. In cross-examination, the 
witness admitted that ginger was administered medicin- 
ally, but in a different manner. 

For the defence, Mr. Albert Howard Llewellyn, of 
the firm of Llewellyn and Co., Ltd., Walsall Saddlery 
Works, Walsall, said the mare belonged tohim. It was 
a toy pony and was only entered in the show for the 
purpose of advertisement. The defendant was a very 
kind man, and witness felt sure he did not consider he 
was doing anything cruel to the pony. 

In reply to Mr. Leslie Smith, the witness admitted 
he had sent a letter to the Secretary to the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in which he 
asserted that far crueller things than “ gingering” were 
done to horses at the Horse Show, and he instanced the 
use of sharp spurs and bits in the ring, and the practice 
of “nicking” under the tails of horses. He pointed out 
that “nicking” had a permanent effect on the animal. 

The defendant, giving evidence on his own behalf, said 
that he only used the the ginger medicinally, and he had 
known ginger to be used on hunters after a day’s hunt- 
ing. In reply to Mr. Leslie Smith, he denied that the 
ginger made the animal sprightly or restive. 

W. F. Wright, m.R.c.v.s., of Malvern Road, Acton, said 
that it was a common practice to use ginger with horses, 
and he had used it hundreds of times. He failed to see 
that there was any cruelty in it. 

Similar evidence was given by H. Mitton, M.R.c.v.s., 
of High Street, Brentford. 

Mr. Mead fined the defendant 40s., with £2 4s. costs. 





A similar summons was taken out against Ernest 
Knight, professional driver, of Church End Paddocks, 
Willesden, for ill-treating a horse at the Horse Show by 
administering an irritant. 

Mr. Hanson said that this was a worse case than the 
former one, as the defendant gave the horse capsicum, 
which was essence of cayennne, and the animal must 
have been caused intense pain. 

The defendant said he had no idea it was cruel to the 
horse, and it was to no interest of his to treat the horse 
in the way he did. 

Mr. Mead, in passing a sentence of six weeks’ im- 
prisonment with hard labour, said that the defendant 
was guilty not only of gross cruelty, but of fraud upon 
the Horse Show authorities.—-7’he Times. 





The Dogs (Protection) Bill. 


The consideration of this Bill, adjourned from Wed- 
nesday 9th, was continued on 16th inst. 

Standing Committee A of the Commons having struck 
out.the operative clause, which proposed to enact that it 
shall be unlawful to perform any experiment of a nature 
causing pain to any dog either with or without anzs- 
thetics. The question was raised whether a Standing 
Committee could thus dispose of a measure the princi- 
ple of which had presumably been aftirmed by the House 
of Commons on second reading, and the Committee 
adjourned in order that the Chairman, Mr. Eugene 
Wason, might consult the Speaker on the point. 
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Amendments of a restrictive character had previously 
beer carried against the promoters, and a further amend- 
ment was carried by 13 to 12 striking out the words 

“either with or.” Sir F. Banbury, who was in charge 
of the Bill, was thereupon asked if he would withdraw it. 
He replied that he hoped to be able to induce the House 
of Commons to restore on the Report stage the words 
which the Committee had struck out. 

Mr. Etvis GrirFiTH supported an amendment, in the 
name of Sir P. Magnus, to add after “anzsthetics” the 
words “except on such certificate being given as is men- 
tioned in the Cruelty to Animals Act, 1876, that the 
object of the experiment will be necessarily frustrated 
unless it be performed on a dog, and that no other 
animal is available for such experiment.” The amend- 
ment was carried by 17 to 12. 

The CHAIRMAN having put the question that the 
clause as amended stand part of the Bill, a division was 
challenged, with the result that the whole clause was 
struck out by 16 to 13. 

Sir H. Craik asked what the promoters now intended 
to do, and Sir F. Banbury repeated that he would 
endeavour to get the clause put back. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was evident that it was no use 
going on. He quoted the case of the Single School 
Areas Bill, where the Committee decided that they | ¢ 
could not with advantage proceed further with the Bill ; 
in that case that course was approved by the House. 

Sir F. Bansury, after submitting that the precedent 
cited was not on all fours with the present case, urged 
that it was a bad precedent that a Grand Committee 
with only between 20 and 30 members present should 
be able by a chance vote utterly to defeat a Bill the 
principle of which had been affirmed on second reading, 
and to deprive the House of Commons of the oppor- 
tunity of expressing its opinion on the Report stage. 
It had, he said, been laid down that every Bill that went 
to a Grand Committee must have a Report stage. 

Eventually the Committee adjourned till Wednesday 
next, it being understood that the Chairman, accom- 
panied by Lord Hugh Cecil, would meanwhile consult 
the Speaker as to the proper procedure. 


ARMY VETERINARY 
Extract from London Gazette. 
Wark OFFICE, 
TERRITORIAL Force. 
Lieut. R. L. L. 
July 12. 


SERVICE. 


WHITEHALL, July 11. 
ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Dated 


Hart resigns his commission. 
July 15. 
SpecraAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 
ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


F. Roche, late Cadet Royal Veterinary College of Ire- 


land, O.T.C., to be Lieut. (on probation). Dated 
July 16. 
OBITUARY. 
Joun Lyons, M.R.C.v.S., Mallow, Co. Cork. 
Graduated, Edin . May, 1889. 


Mr. Lyons died on July 3rd from syncope, tollowing 
acute gastric colic. Aged 52 years. 


EpWIN SuMMER, V.s., Flush, Heckmondwike, Yorks- 
died on 14th July from cancer of the liver. Aged 64 
years. 


The death occurred suddenly on Thursday, 10th inst. 
at East Sheen, Surrey, of Mr. Richarp ATHERTON 
NorMAN Powys, who had been for 37 years, and until 
hisdeath, secretary of the Royal Veterinary College, 
Camden Town. Mr. Powys was in his 70th year, and 
The immediate 


had been in ill health for some time. 
cause of death was heart failure. 











Mr. Powys had been obliged, owing to failing health, 
to resign his appointment about two months : ago, but 
until his successor, Mr. Thomas C. Wight, Cle rk to the 
Edinburgh and East of Scotland College of Agricul- 
ture, was able to take up his duties, Mr. Powys had 
carried on the work. He was at the office as lately as 
Monday, 7th inst. He had served under four or five 


Principals, including Prof.Simonds, Prof. Robertson, 
Sir George Brown, and the present chief, Sir John 
M‘Fadyean. 


Mr. Powys, who was greatly respected in the veterin- 
ary profession, with which he had been so long con- 
nected at Camden Town, was the only surviving son of 
the late Rev. the Hon. Atherton Legh Powys, rector of 
Tichmarsh, Northants, and a grandson of the second 
Lord Lilford. His wife, a daughter of Mr. H. Hussey, 
died eight years ago, leaving a son. 

The funeral was on Saturday, 12th inst., 
Green Cemetery. 


The death is announced of Dr. Schindelka, Professor 
of Pathology and Therapeutics at the Veterinary School 
of Vienna. He was widely known in connection with 
diseases of the eye and skin in animals—being generally 
regarded, in fact, as the first living authority upon 
veterinary dermatology. He also devoted much atten- 

tion to physical methods of diagnosis, and was the 
inventor of the first equine laryngoscope. 


at Kensal 


The deaths are also announced of Dr. Schlampp, 
formerly Professor of Pathology at the Veterinary 
School of Munich, and author of several works in wide 
vogue upon the Continent, and of Dr. Hatsukuma 
Tokishige, ordinary Professor of Animal Pathology at 
the University of Tokio, and Director of the Imperial 
Institute of Epizootic Diseases at Nishigahara, near 
Tokio. 


TUBERCULOSIS ORDER, 1913—FEES. 
Sir, 
It may interest some of your readers to know that under 


the new Tuberculosis Order the Somerset County Council 
has fixed the fee of 5/- for each post-mortem. I am not 


aware that the veterinary inspectors were consulted on 
the matter, and I consider the fixing of such a fee an insult 
to the veterinary profession generally. Some of the other 
fees are equally bad. 

It is quite time some move was made in the matter, and 
I should suggest a meeting of all the veterinary inspectors 
for the county to discuss the subject.—Yours truly, 

Wincanton, July 15. J. R. Rosrs. 


ON SWINE FEVER. 
Sir, 

I am very pleased to now have the support of the whole 
world in this matter. The three great troubles with pigs 
are cocci, strongyli, and poisons. As to red soldier being 
diagnostic, I will bring dozens of cases to prove that pigs 
which have been poisoned invariably show this symptom. 
In snuffles arising from strongyles or cocci, one finds lesions 
in the lungs in some cases, in the bowels in others 


Typhoid is practically wiped out if ever it did exist. In- 
fluenza or coccidiosis of pigs we know very little about. In 
fact as far as I can gather from laboratory work, we 


always harbour this pest. It is only when it reaches an 

infective stage through coughing or discharges that we 

infect each other. I again give my opinion that slaughter 

will never eradicate Swine Fever—if you accept the term in 

its proper reading. Gero. Upton. 
VETERINARY ETIQUETTE. 

Sir, 

May I ask through your paper if it be ‘‘ veterinary’ 
etiquette fora M.R.C.V.S. when replying to a nameless 
advert. for ‘‘a qualified assistant ’’ to give the names of 
his references befcre he has obtained the name of the 
nameless advertiser. I am aware that in ordinary society 
it is either ignorance or a breach to make use of anybody’s 
name to a nameless person.—Yours truly, ‘‘ PERPLEXED.”’ 








